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significance in the field of culture. Coincidences are being distin-
guished from correlations.

Similarly, birth determined culture-forms. The patrician and
plebeian, the master and slave, the lord and the commoner, castes
and classes based on the accident of birth, had each a culture of its
own. That was again purely historical accident, and not a cultural
correlation.

So, too, in the case of race. Civilization has been correlated with
race, but such justification as it has is only historical. It is merely a
recital of past history, and not the expression of an organic law
which pre-determines cultural evolution.

In his penetrating analysis of the "Concept of Race" in Harpers
Magazine (May 1935), Professor Julian Huxley notes that "in spite
of the work of the geneticist and anthropologist, there is still a
lamentable confusion between the ideas of race, culture and nation.
In this respect, anthropologists themselves have not been blameless,
and therefore the formidable amount of loose thinking on the part
of the writers, politicians and the general public is not surprising."
And he concludes: "It would be highly desirable if we could banish
the question-begging term 'Race' from all discussions of human
affairs and substitute the non-committal phrase 'ethnic group/ That
would be the first step towards the rational consideration of the
problem at issue."

The same may be said of the concepts of Eastern and Western
Civilizations, or of similar type of concepts like British, French,
American, Chinese, Arabian, Negro and Indian Civilizations. They
are not only unilluminating but invalid and confusing even when
used only in a purely descriptive sense, without implying any
correlations. A house or a road may be known by a name or a
number, but the name or the number is merely descriptive, and not
correlative. It does not mean that house No. i is inhabited by the
first citizen or mayor of the town. Robinson road does not mean
that all the citizens in that road are Robinsons; there may not be
even a single Robinson there now. "Football3* is the name given to
a game played in the tLS .A., notwithstanding that the foot fe vacy
occasionally used to play the ball with!